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10.8%

Key Statistic:

The California Health
Interview Survey (CHIS)
estimates that 10.8% of
all adults in California
have ever been arrested
or booked for breaking
the law.

Survey Question:
Have you ever been
arrested or booked for
breaking the law?

Population:
California adults,
currently living in a
noninstitutionalized
residences or group
quarters (e.g., long-
term care facilities,
prisons, etc.)

Data Source:
CHIS 2021-2022 Data,
Public Use File
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Context

Justice involvement harms the well-being of families and communities and limits access
to services and employment. [1] Justice involvement includes stops by police, arrests
and bookings, sentencing and imprisonment, fatal encounters with law enforcement,
probation, and parole. Incarcerated persons have higher rates of infectious and chronic
diseases, disabilities, and mental health conditions than the general public. [2-4] Data
shows disparities in justice involvement by race as Black and Latino persons are more
likely to be stopped by police and sentenced to prison compared to White persons. [4-7]
These racial inequities may be due to the fact that White adults are more likely to avoid
sentencing to prison or be granted early release [8], as well as other factors such as
generational differences, discriminatory laws and policies, inequitable enforcement of
laws, and racial profiling. [5-11] Further, LGBTQ+ persons are at greater risk of police
contact than the general public. [12, 13] This data brief investigates justice involvement,
specifically arrests and bookings, among California adults.

Figure 1: Demographic characteristics of adults ever arrested or booked compared to
population share of California, California Health Interview Survey, 2021 - 2022
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Note: American Indian and Alaska Native population estimate is 0.5% and those ever arrested is 0.9%.

*Statistically unreliable due to small sample size, interpret with caution. Native Hawaiian or Pacific
Islander population estimate is 0.3% and those ever arrested is 0.3%.
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Figure 2: Percentage of female and male adults ever
arrested or booked, by race and ethnicity, 2021 — 2022
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three most common individual races reported were White (75.3%),
American Indian and Alaska Native (51.3%), and Black (35.2%).
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*Statistically unreliable due to small sample size, interpret with
caution for American Indian and Alaska Native women and Native
Hawaiian and Pacific Islander women and men.

CHIS data illuminate disparities among California adults
who have been arrested and booked for breaking the
law. In the most recent data with a similar survey, the
National Survey on Drug Use and Health 4-year data from
2015-2018 estimated 13.5% of Californians have ever
been arrested and noted disproportionality among Black
or African American and White adults. [14]

In Figure 1, Californians who reported ever arrested or
booked were disproportionately, American Indian or
Alaska Native, Black or African American, Two or More
Races or White, of the 30-49 and 50-64 age groups, male
sex, gay or lesbian or bisexual, under 200% of the federal
poverty level, living in mixed suburban/urban areas or
rural areas, and received less than a 4-year college
degree.

In Figure 2, within self-reported sex and statistical
reliability, the highest rates of ever arrested or booked,
by race and ethnicity, were among women identifying

with “Two or More Races” (10.9%) and American Indian
and Alaska Native men (20.5%).

Policy Opportunities

e Policies affecting justice involvement include
investment and interventions that avert
homelessness and poverty, and access to increase
mental health services. [4, 15-17]

e Evaluate the use of evidence-based policies and
community investment strategies across sectors that
can likely reduce justice involvement, including
through healthier built-environments, social services,
and economic infrastructure. [12]

Methods and Limitations

o These data are based on samples and are subject to a
margin of error.

e CHIS is a sample of California households and
excludes persons who live in noninstitutionalized
residences (e.g. long-term care facilities, prisons) or
group quarters (e.g. dormitories).

e CHIS survey respondents may be reluctant to disclose
prior arrests or bookings for breaking the law.

e The data shown does not account for laws and
policies affecting justice involvement nor does this
account for justice involvement beyond arrests and
bookings, such as police stops, fatal encounters,
conviction and sentencing, and parole and release.

e Emerging research has found Southeast Asian groups
displaced by US-involved wars and Pacific Islanders
have the highest rates of fatal police encounters
within the Asian American and Pacific Islander
community. [18] Disaggregation and reliable
comparison of Asian groups within CHIS is being
explored for further analysis.

Summary

e Nearly one in nine Californian adults have
experienced being arrested or booked in their
lifetime.

e Disparities exist by race and ethnicity, age, sex,
sexual orientation, federal poverty level,
urbanicity and education-level.

e Highest prevalence exists among women who
reported Two or More Races and American
Indian or Alaska Native men.

Health Equity Research and Statistics Section | Office of Health Equity | California Department of Public Health




Adults who were ever Arrested or Booked | Health Equity: Beyond the Numbers | May 2024

References

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

@ go.cdph.ca.goviohe
e OHE®@cdph.ca.gov

Simckes, M., et al., The adverse effects of policing on population
health: A conceptual model. Soc Sci Med, 2021. 281: p. 114103.
Healthy People 2030. Incarceration. Available from:
https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-
determinants-health/literature-summaries/incarceration.
Maruschak, L.M., J. Bronson, and M. Alper, Disabilities Reported
by Prisoners, U.S.D.o. Justice;, Editor. 2021.

Mental Health Services: Oversight & Accountability Commission,
Together We Can: Reducing Criminal Justice Involvement for
People with Mental llIness. 2017.

Racial and Identity Profiling Advisory Board, Racial and Identity
Profiling Advisory Board Annual Report 2023. 2023, California
Department of Justice.

Judicial Council of California, Disposition of Criminal Cases
According to the Race and Ethnicity of the Defendant: 2021
Report to the Legislature, C.).S. Office, Editor. 2021.

Hunt, S., M. Bozeman, and M. Clair, Racial Disparities in Arrests
in Santa Clara County, California, 1980-2019. 2022, Court
Listening Project.

American Civil Liberties Union and The Sentencing Project,
Racial Disaparities in Sentencing in the United States, in 107th
Session on the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination. 2022.

Chanin, J., M. Welsh, and D. Nurge, Traffic Enforcement Through
the Lens of Race: A Sequential Analysis of Post-Stop Outcomes in
San Diego, California. Criminal Justice Policy Review, 2018. 29(6-
7): p. 561-583.

Public Health Advocates, When the Smoke Clears: Racial
Disparities in California’s Marijuana Arrests. 2020.

Sommers, E., M. Fletcher, and T. Johnson. IT’S TIME TO END
PUBLIC LAW 280. 2021; Available from:
https://nativegov.org/news/its-time-to-end-public-law-280/.
Luhur, W., I.H. Meyer, and B.D.M. Wilson, Policing LGBQ People.
2021, UCLA School of Law, Williams Institute: Los Angeles, CA.
Schwartz, G.L., J.L. Jahn, and A. Geller, Policing sexuality: Sexual
minority youth, police contact, and health inequity. SSM Popul
Health, 2022. 20: p. 101292.

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, and Center
for Behavioral Health Statistics and Quality, National Survey on
Drug Use and Health: 4-Year RDAS (2015 to 2018). 2018.
Parpouchi, M., et al., Multivariable modelling of factors
associated with criminal convictions among people experiencing
homelessness and serious mental illness: a multi-year study. Sci
Rep, 2021. 11(1): p. 16610.

Rabuy, B. and D. Kopf, Prisons of Poverty: Uncovering the pre-
incarceration incomes of the imprisoned. 2015, Prison Policy
Initiative.

Kushel, M., et al., Toward a New Understanding: The California
Statewide Study of People Experiencing Homelessness. 2023,
UCSF Benioff Homelessness and Housing Initiative.

18. Schwartz, G.L. and J.L. Jahn, Disaggregating Asian American and
Pacific Islander Risk of Fatal Police Violence. PLOS ONE, 2022.
17(10): p. e0274745.

Acknowledgements

This report uses data from the California Health
Interview Survey, hosted by the UCLA Center for Health
Policy Research. For more information, please visit the
CHIS website at https://chis.ucla.edu.

Health Equity: Beyond the Numbers is a publication of
the Health Equity Research and Statistics Section in the
Office of Health Equity, California Department of Public
Health.

The findings and views expressed in this publication do
not necessarily reflect the official views of the California
Department of Public Health, UCLA Center for Health
Policy Research, or any funders and collaborators of the
California Health Interview Survey.

@ a@carublicHealth ) @CAPublicHealth
(© @CAPublicHealth () CA Public Health

' Office of Health Equity

For more information, please visit:

Office of Health Equity

California Department of Public Health
P.O. Box 997377, MS 0022

Sacramento, CA 95899-7377

Email: OHE@cdph.ca.gov

Website: go.cdph.ca.gov/ohe

Suggested Citation:

Singson JR and Popp K. Justice Involvement, Part 1:
Adults who were ever Arrested or Booked. Health Equity
Research and Statistics Section, Office of Health Equity,
California Department of Public Health; May 2024.
Health Equity: Beyond the Numbers. Issue 1.

gy
o) COPH

PublicHealth


https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health/literature-summaries/incarceration
https://health.gov/healthypeople/priority-areas/social-determinants-health/literature-summaries/incarceration
https://nativegov.org/news/its-time-to-end-public-law-280/
https://chis.ucla.edu/
mailto:OHE@cdph.ca.gov
https://go.cdph.ca.gov/ohe

	Context
	Policy Opportunities
	Methods and Limitations
	References
	Acknowledgements



