












Blueprint for a Safer Economy  
 

COVID-19 County Tier Adjudication 

 

For the county of: Del Norte 
Requested week for Tier Assignment Adjudication: 11/16/2020 

 

Summary 
Del Norte County is requesting tier adjudication for the 11/16/2020 tier 
assignment week based on contextual factors.  They request to be placed back 
in the Orange Tier. 

On October 29, 2020, county began receiving reports of COVID positive cases 
at Pelican Bay State Prison (PBSP), including at least 21 officers and staff and 4 
inmates (3 of whom resided in a designated quarantine unit that was serviced 
by a number of the officer group associated with the early stage of the 
outbreak). County reported a total of 13 cases of community spread through 
the infected officers and staff.  

California Department of Public Health excludes persons incarcerated at state 
or federal prisons from the Blueprint framework metrics, i.e., adjusted case rate 
and test positivity. However, CDPH does not exclude from the metrics cases in 
staff and their contacts.  

The alternate case assessment criteria in the Blueprint Framework provides a 
small county (less than 106,000 in population) protection against sudden tier 
changes as a result of small increases in cases. A small county must exceed an 
absolute weekly case number based on its population and tier for two 
consecutive weeks before being required to move to a more restrictive tier. For 
the 11/16/2020 tier assessment (data from 11/4 – 11/10), Del Norte county data 
in the CalREDIE system showed 19 cases, which exceeds the absolute threshold 
of 14 cases required before a county of its size moves from the Orange Tier to 
the Red Tier.  

County reports that if PBSP cases (inmate and staff) are excluded and set aside, 
its number of cases would fall below the threshold of 14. County calculates that 
it would average to 1.8 cases per day between 10/29/2020 and 11/18/2020.  



Additional contextual factors reported by the county during the timeframe of 
the PBSP outbreak include having only one admission requiring an overnight 
hospital stay and no current COVID patient admissions. It reports not tracing any 
case to a specific business environment. Additionally, county reports a trend of 
individuals initiating testing after an index case contacts them and before being 
requested by county to be tested.  

County does not provide sufficient justification to support the adjudication 
request.  CDPH includes prison staff cases in tier assignment metrics as staff live in 
the community and can create community transmission outside the prison 
system.  

The other contextual factors also do not change the absolute number of cases 
or any other data that CDPH considers for tier assignments.  The Blueprint 
proscribes that increased non-pharmaceutical interventions must be adopted 
when certain epidemiological criteria exist in order to prevent further rapid 
community transmission that can result from elevated case rates.  These 
interventions must be adopted regardless of concomitant circumstances such 
as the ones cited because cases can multiply exponentially in community 
settings. Based on County’s current case rates, the Blueprint requires County to 
be assigned Red metrics. The contextual factors identified do not support a 
deviation from the Blueprint. 

Determination 
Del Norte County’s tier adjudication request is not approved for the 11/16/2020 
tier assignment. Del Norte County will be still be assigned Red metrics for that 
week.  

Date of CDPH Determination: 11/25/2020 
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